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TORONTO — Maria Ivaniv is relying on
her faith to help her navigate the
feelings of fear and despair that came
with the Russian invasion of her
homeland. Story page 2. (Michael Swan
photo)

BUDAPEST, Hungary — Cardinal Michael Czerny (right), interim president of the
Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development, and Jesuit Father Sajgó
Szabolcs (centre) from Jesuit Refugee Service, speak to a refugee who fled Odessa,
Ukraine, and arrived at the Nyugati train station in Budapest, Hungary, March 10.
Cardinal Czerny, serving as special envoy for Pope Francis, said that while reading
about the war triggers anger, meeting the refugees unleashes compassion. Story
page 3. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

SAINT JOHN — Father Aaron Knox,
pastor of Paroisse St.-François-de-Sales
offered a reflection on prayer during the
first week, Tuesday, March 8, of the
Lenten Revitalization Series at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Saint John. Story page
7. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

Sts. Edith Stein, Teresa of Ávila, Therese of Lisieux and Catherine of Siena are
represented in stained glass at St. Thérèse of Lisieux Church in Montauk, N.Y.
The Catholic Church needs women saints, Pope Francis said in a message to a
conference in Rome on "Women Doctors of the Church and Co-Patronesses of
Europe." Story page 8.  (CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz, Long Island Catholic)
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New FreemanThe
Crossing Ukraine's threshold of hope
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

As an ordinary Ukrainian far from home,
Maria Ivaniv has struggled with all the emo-
tions the outbreak of war was bound to fuel
— fear, anger, despair and confusion. As a
theologian, she looks to the Church for hope.

“Hope is my leading star now,” she told
The Catholic Register on the eighth day of
the Russian assault.

Ms. Ivaniv is alone in Canada, working to-
wards a PhD at the Sheptytsky Institute —
part of the University of St. Michael’s Col-
lege and the Toronto School of Theology. The
30-year-old scholar, who has studied at the
Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv and at
the Catholic University of Louvain in Belgium,
is researching the reception of the Second
Vatican Council in the Ukrainian Greek Catho-
lic Church. She hopes to have her thesis writ-
ten and accepted within a year.

But writing a thesis proposal, searching ar-
chives and the life of a young scholar in gen-
eral has all ground to a halt under the Russian
assault on her homeland.

“I’m trying to put everything in my heart
and in my head together,” she said. “There
are too many emotions. But at the same time,
as a theologian, I have to find ways for my-
self to cope with that, trying to find perspec-
tive. … It’s the eighth day of war and all I
can do is pray.”

News of the Russian invasion broke in the
middle of the night in Ukraine. Ms. Ivaniv
knew before her family did that troops were
crossing the border, even though they live
between Liviv and Ivano-Frankove in West-
ern Ukraine. Ivaniv waited until it was 7 am
in Ukraine before calling them.

“It was terrible to call my father, to call my
sister — to tell them something bad is hap-
pening,” she said.

Ms. Ivaniv has friends who have been
trapped in basements for days on end and
feels that spiritually she’s there with them.

“Ukrainians really now feel ourselves like
one body, one united people,” she said.

She’s been talking to Ukrainians in Canada
and the United States about how they can
make a positive contribution. “How can we
multiply these prayers?” she asks. “They’re
bombing cities 24-7 the last few days. We
have this fear. But hope is even bigger.”

From the perspective of her theological re-
search, Ms. Ivaniv finds Moscow Patriarch
Kirill’s rhetoric of nationalism fused with a
particular image of the Church disturbing and

dangerous.
“Evil has shown its face,” she said. “Evil

that is growing and putting on the mask of
Orthodoxy should be destroyed.”

On Armed Forces Day, the eve of the Rus-
sian invasion, the head of the largest and richest
church in Orthodoxy gave a nationalistic
speech to soldiers, urging the Russian mili-
tary to “choose the right path.”

“Our servicemen must have no doubts that
they’ve chosen a rightful path in their lives.
By following this path, you are protecting the
people even without any military action. The
strength of the Armed Forces, the strength
of the Russian army — this is already a
weapon that protects our people,” Patriarch
Kirill said.

Cheerleading for the war is part and parcel
of the Moscow Patriarch’s accusation that
the majority of Orthodox Ukrainians have cre-
ated a schism by choosing to become a self-
governing church aligned with the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholemew.

“Christianity is not about schism and who
is with us and who is against us,” said Ms.
Ivaniv. “Christianity is about the truth first of
all, and following Christ — not following
money and power.”

But the danger isn’t all on the Russian side.
Fusing nationalism with faith has been a prob-
lem even in the Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church, Ivaniv said. Through the Cold War,
many in the diaspora nursed resentment and
anger toward the Soviets, inspired by the re-
pression of the Catholic Church in Ukraine.

“That’s a big problem for our Church,” said
Ms. Ivaniv. “Because sometimes people are
coming to church just because of national
questions, not because of religious questions.
The challenge is that we have to help people,
but still you have to say in what you believe.”

At rallies across Canada in support of
Ukraine, red and black banners of the Ukrain-
ian Insurgent Army have been spotted. Known
by the Ukrainian acronym UPA, the organiza-
tion has roots in a Nazi SS brigade which
carried out ethnic cleansing against Poles and
helped the Germans with genocide. The UPA
has long been active in Canada.

In the face of this brand of violent national-
ism, the Church’s job is to lead people back
to Christian, Gospel values, said Bishop Bryan
Bayda, Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Toronto
and Eastern Canada administrator.

“The Church must be recognized for what
it stands for based on its history, and not con-
fused with those who may wish to stand next

(continued on page 3)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.March 18, 2022 Page 3

(continued from page 2)
to it with an ulterior motive,” Bishop Bayda
said in an e-mail. “We prefer to speak for
something, to speak for Christian values as
handed down to us by the Church and found
in Scripture.”

It’s a tough time to challenge nationalism in
the Church, “because it’s so alive, this wound,
now,” said Ms. Ivaniv.

“We as theologians, as a theologian who is
researching in ecclesiology, will find a way
to help realize and find a way to figure out
how to manage all these emotions,” she said.

Now more than ever, theologians have to
leave their libraries and their classrooms to
speak with ordinary, faithful Catholics, she
said. Theologians must “help lay people see
who they are,” she said. §

Ukraine

Horror of war 'lodges in your gut'
when recounted by refugees, cardinal says
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Following news re-
ports about the war in Ukraine is important,
Cardinal Michael Czerny said, but meeting the
victims of that war — the people forced to
flee — has a different impact.

"The impact on your eyes when you see
(through the media) the bombing and the de-
struction and the blood and all that" is one of
outrage, he told Catholic News Service [CNS].
But "when you meet people who are fleeing
and who have left everything behind, the im-
pact is on the gut" and triggers compassion.

Pope Francis sent Cardinal Czerny, interim
president of the Dicastery for Promoting In-
tegral Human Development, to the Hungar-
ian-Ukrainian border in early March to show
his closeness to the victims of the war and
his appreciation for those helping them.

Speaking to CNS by phone from Budapest,
Hungary, March 10, the cardinal said he met
a woman from rural Ukraine who was forced
to flee, leaving behind all her animals. "I'm
not saying she was weeping for her animals,
but this has been her life and the life of her
family for generations. And now, suddenly,
she's uprooted from that, and she has abso-
lutely nothing."

The look in her eyes and the sorrow in her
voice "lodges in your gut in a physical way,"
the cardinal said.

After spending a few hours in Barabás, a
border town where the Hungarian govern-
ment, Caritas Hungary and other charities
welcome refugees, Cardinal Czerny was

driven across the border to Beregove,
Ukraine, to meet with the local Eastern- and
Latin-rite Catholic bishops.

What he found instead were the bishops
along with representatives of the local Prot-
estant and Jewish communities — all of
whom were working together to assist the
displaced.

"It was a happy surprise," he said. "It
seemed to be the most natural and normal
and necessary thing to do."

But another evil lurks in the darkness of
war, the cardinal said: the danger of human
trafficking.

Even if they wanted to, men of fighting age
are not allowed to leave Ukraine, so the refu-
gees are mostly women fleeing with their
children.

"This is exactly when trafficking goes into
high gear, because they have such a large,
vulnerable population of young women,
young children," he said. "A stranger comes
up to you when you are in total need and says,
'Do you want help?' and you innocently say
yes," and the consequences can be devastat-
ing.

One thing the cardinal said he tried to do on
his trip is educate the local church representa-
tives and volunteers to the danger and how to
help.

More than 2.3 million people fled Ukraine
since the war began February 24, according
to figures compiled March 9 by the U.N.
Refugee Agency. More than 200,000 of the
refugees — Ukrainians as well as foreign stu-
dents and workers from Africa and Asia —
crossed the border into Hungary.

The rapid organization of assistance, he
said, is thanks to the Hungarian government,
working with Caritas Hungary and other or-
ganizations and hundreds of volunteers.

"The church people are able to not only dis-
tribute sandwiches and cups of tea, but also
to point people toward whatever support or
services they need," he said. For example,
the government has provided transportation
passes, so the refugees can ride the buses
and trains for free, including across Hungary
to another border crossing where their rela-
tives may be waiting for them.

Cardinal Czerny also had met March 9 with
Zsolt Semjén, Hungary's deputy prime min-
ister, and encouraged the Hungarian govern-
ment to continue to widen its assistance to
refugees.

"For this to be a real grace," the cardinal
told CNS, "it must be prolonged in time and
applied universally. There is no category of
person for whom it is justified closing the
door and saying, 'You don't deserve help.'"§

Russian Catholic: Current 'situation
very like the atheist Soviet Union'
By JONATHAN LUXMORE
Catholic News Service

WARSAW, Poland — A Catholic professor
said Russia's clergy fear arrest if they question
the war against Ukraine and warned the church
now faced a "new era of silence."

"Prayers for an immediate cease-fire are being
said in parishes — but priests can no longer speak
publicly," said the lay Catholic, who asked not to
be named.

"We are back in a situation very like the atheist
Soviet Union, when a priest must turn up the
radio or TV so as not to be overheard by the
special services. They're explaining they don't
want to say anything that could harm the Catho-
lic community, or see them thrown in jail with
their churches closed."

The Catholic spoke to Catholic News Service
March 10 as Russia's war against Ukraine en-
tered its third week and the Russian government
clamped down on all non-official news and in-
formation. Criminal Code amendments, passed

March 4 by the Russian Duma, allowed for heavy
fines and jail terms up to 15 years for "public
dissemination of falsehoods about the use of
Russia's armed forces," while high-profile me-
dia outlets, including the religious Credo Press
website, have now been closed.

The professor said many Catholics had friends
and family members in Ukraine and remained
well-informed about events, but added that
priests could face prison if they used the wrong
words in homilies.

"Though Catholics are divided over this war,
with some supporting it, most have a good
enough grasp of the church's social teaching to
differentiate between a just and an aggressive
war," the Catholic told CNS.

"Many brave Catholics are compensating for
their clergy's reticence by freely calling things
by their real names."

The lay Catholic said Russia's Catholic bish-
ops had barred the publication of a March 6
Angelus message by the pope, describing the

(continued on page 5)
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Transfiguration:
seeing with the eyes of faith

The Second Sunday of Lent each year takes us to an episode in the
Gospels that is referred to as the transfiguration. Peter, James and
John go up on a mountain (or a hill) with Jesus. There, Jesus is
transfigured before them. This story appears in the Gospels of Mat-
thew, Mark and Luke. This year we hear Luke’s version (Luke 9:28-
36). What is this all about?

The story of the transfiguration is one of those Gospel accounts
that recognizes Jesus’ relationship with the Father and the mission he
has been given. It is an expression of how the disciples saw Jesus
after the resurrection. The Gospel writers tell it at this point as a
foreshadowing of the faith of the post-resurrection Christian com-
munities. In short, it was seeing through the eyes of faith.

Christian faith calls us to see ourselves through the eyes of faith. At
our baptism we are given the promise of eternal and risen life. At the same
time we are called to be disciples of Jesus and to share the mission that
Jesus had to build the Reign of God in the midst of our world.

As we listen to the Gospel story of the transfiguration we might
note two elements of Luke’s account. First of all, we can notice
Peter’s immediate response to the event. He wants to remain on that
mountain. The experience is so satisfying that he does not want it to
end. But it must, he and the other disciples have a mission. What the
experience, what they see through the eyes of faith, is not just for
them. They must share the Good News. This can only happen if they
come down from the mountain with Jesus in order to build the Reign
of God in the world.

The second element focuses their eyes of faith on Jesus himself.
They must recognize the special relationship that Jesus has with the
Father. They must see him as the Son, the chosen one. As they do
this they then must listen to him. In listening, truly listening in faith,

they will grasp the message of the
Good News. It is a message of love
and hope for all humanity and it is in
sharing this that they will be disciples
of Jesus.

These eyes of faith are our own. They allow us to do as the disci-
ples were called to on that mountain. Like them we have a call to
discipleship. With our eyes of faith we begin to see that we have a
special relationship with Jesus and through Jesus to the Father. We
are truly God’s people, the adopted daughters and sons of God, be-
loved and cherished by our God who is parent to us.

As God’s beloved people, we have a call to our world and all hu-
manity. The Good News that we recognize through the eyes of faith
is the message we take to our world. All humanity is seen as God’s
holy people.  All of our world is God’s sacred gift and we are called to
cherish and care for this creation we have been given. As Jesus was
transfigured to reveal the glory of God present to the disciples, so we
are to reflect this same glory of God in ourselves and to see it in all
creation.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — Everyone knows that life is not easy. “How do
we make sense of all this suffering?” Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC,
of the Diocese of Saint John asked the faithful who had gathered for
the 10 am mass, Sunday, March 13 at the Cathedral of the Immacu-
late Conception in Saint John.

“How do we cope with the pain, the loneliness, the sense of isola-
tion, the challenges, and the difficulties of daily life?”

Reflecting on the transfiguration, Bishop Riesbeck explained that
the transfiguration can give each person a method for staying close to
Jesus in moments of difficulty.

“Jesus had recently revealed to his apostles his approaching pas-
sion, suffering and crucifixion. We can only imagine the pain and
grief the apostles were experiencing at the prospect of losing their
teacher and master. So, Jesus takes three of his apostles, Peter, James,
and John, up a high mountain where these three privileged apostles
get to witness an incredible vision of Jesus transfigured in his glory,
to the point where his ‘clothes became dazzling white’,” he said.

While Jesus’ divinity was miraculously revealed to the apostles,
Bishop Riesbeck noted that God continues to be present even today,
giving glimpses of his glory in everyday lives to provide hope and
show that mankind is not alone.

“God gives us glimpse of his glory to remind us that he is alive and

Bishop encourages people to look for glimpses of God’s glory
is present to us, manifesting his glory,” the bishop said. “He’s in con-
trol, and we are called to see the possibilities of what he can accom-
plish even in the most hopeless situations.”

Bishop Riesbeck encouraged the faithful to go to Jesus through the
powerful intercession of Mary, especially in the current events the
world is facing.

“There is an urgency for us to turn back to God, with unwavering
faith and trust in him,” he said. “We need to pray, pray, pray, espe-
cially the rosary for Mary’s powerful intercession. We have seen
some tragic images in the news about the war in Ukraine, but also
glimpses of God’s glory. People praying the rosary on their knees in
the streets, others celebrating mass and praying the rosary in under-
ground bunkers and shelters. History shows us that Mary intervenes
powerfully when we call on her. We may feel helpless right now at
the situation in Ukraine, but we can never underestimate the power of
prayer, and especially Mary’s intercession through our devotion to
the rosary.”

Bishop Riesbeck concluded by exhorting those present to trust in
the Lord. “May we continue to grow in trust and radical surrender to
the Lord this Lent, living fulfilled lives, particularly through the inter-
cession of the Blessed Mother, and find in the Lord the hope and
lasting happiness that the world can never satisfy.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Lenten ashes
We enter the season of Lent by putting ashes on our foreheads.

What’s symbolized here? Perhaps the heart understands better than
the head because more people go to church on Ash Wednesday than
on any other day of the year, including Christmas. The queues to
receive the ashes in many churches are endless. Why? Why are the
ashes so popular?

Their popularity, I suspect, comes from the fact that, as a symbol,
ashes are blunt, primal, archetypal, and speak the language of the
soul.

Something inside of us knows exactly why we take the ashes. No
doctor of any kind needs to explain this. Ashes are dust, soil, humus;
humanity and humility come from these. Ashes have always been a
major symbol inside all religions. To put on ashes, to sit in ashes, is to
say publicly and to yourself that you are in a penitential mode, that
this is not “ordinary time” for you. Smudging oneself with ashes says
that this is not a season of celebration for you, that some important
work is going on inside you, and that you are, metaphorically and
really, in the cinders of a dead fire, waiting for something fuller in
your life.

All of this has deep roots. There’s something innate in the human
soul that understands, understands that every so often, one must
descend, be smudged, lose one’s luster, and wait for ashes to do their
silent work. All ancient traditions, be they religious or mythical, abound
with stories of having to sit in the ashes. For example, we all know
the story of Cinderella. This is a centuries-old, wisdom-tale that speaks
about the value of ashes in life. The name Cinderella itself speaks to
this. Literally, the name Cinderella means, “the young girl who sits in
the cinders, the ashes.”  Moreover, as the tale makes plain, before the
glass slipper is placed on her foot, before wearing the beautiful gown,
before going to the ball, before dancing with the prince, and before

marrying him, there must first be a period
of sitting in the cinders, of being hum-
bled, of being waiting patiently, while you
are being readied for a sublime joy and
consummation. In the story of Cinderella,
we can see a spirituality of Lent.

Native American traditions too have always had an important place
for ashes. In some Indigenous communities, there was the concept
that occasionally someone would have to spend time in the ashes.
Nobody knew why a specific person was called at a particular mo-
ment to sit in the ashes, but everyone knew that this was a natural
thing, that ashes do an important work in the soul, and that eventually
that person would return to his or her regular life and be better for
having spent time in the ashes.

To offer one example: Certain native communities used to live in
what they called longhouses. A longhouse was the communal build-
ing, in effect, the house for the whole community. A longhouse was
long, rectangular, with large sloping sides, with the centre of the roof
open so that this could function as a natural chimney. Fires were kept
burning, both for cooking and for warmth, along the entire centre of
the longhouse. People gathered there, near the fires, to cook, eat, and
socialize, but they slept away from the fires, under the roofs that
sloped down either side of the open centre. Every so often, a man or
a woman for reasons they didn’t have to explain, would cease adher-
ing to the normal routine. Instead, he or she would, become silent, sit
just off the fire in the ashes, eat very sparingly, not social, not go
outside, not wash, and not go to bed with the others, but simply sit in
the cinders.

Today we would probably diagnose this as clinical depression and
rush that person off for professional help. For their part, they didn’t
panic. They saw this as perfectly normal, something most everyone
was called upon to do at one time or another. They simply let the
person sit there in the ashes until one day he or she got up, washed
the ashes off, and began again to live a regular life. The belief was that
the ashes, that period of silent sitting, had done some important, un-
seen work inside of the person. You sit in the ashes for healing.

The church taps into these deep wells of wisdom when it puts
ashes on our foreheads at the beginning of Lent. Lent is a season for
each of us to sit in the ashes, to spend our time, like Cinderella, work-
ing and sitting among the ashes, grieving some of the things we’ve
done wrong, refraining from the dance, refraining from the banquet,
refusing to do business as usual, but rather waiting in patience as
some silent growth takes place within us. Lent is a time to be still so
that the ashes can do their work.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Castle Fallsview Funeral Home

309 Lancaster Ave, Saint John, NB   E2M 2L3
506-634-1701     www.castlefh.ca

(continued from page 3)
offensive as "not merely a military operation, but a war sowing death," to
avoid "possible harm, damage and persecution" under the new legal curbs.

The spokesman for Russia's five-member bishops' conference, Father
Kirill Gorbunov, told CNS March 8 that the bishops would debate the new
law on "public dissemination of falsehoods" at their March 15 plenary.

The professor said the information crackdown was "easily circum-
vented" by encrypted news sources and virtual private networks, but was
likely to remain in force indefinitely.

"Russia's public sphere is dominated right now by the logic of us and
them — and it's easy to identify Catholics when you're looking for an
enemy," said the Catholic professor.

"This is why no one is blaming our clergy for not raising their voices, as
Catholic teaching would otherwise require. The generations who lived
through communism especially understand the need for caution."

The lay Catholic said many church members feared unemployment and
poverty from Western sanctions, while Catholic dioceses and religious
orders already faced difficulties receiving donations from abroad.

The professor added that many Catholics were leaving Russia to avoid
a feared military crackdown and possible army draft, while priests minis-
tering in the country from NATO countries, such as Poland and Germany,
could also face pressure to return home.

"Many people are expecting a new Iron Curtain to fall, closing our
borders and cutting our access to the world. Although the police are busy
with other tasks right now, they could soon turn on us. Our church may
now be facing a new era of silence." §

Atheist Soviet Union
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

ROTHESAY — Last weekend’s Canadian Catholic Students’ Asso-
ciation (CCSA) Conference was an opportunity for nearly 30 stu-
dents from across Atlantic Canada to gather in-person for the first
time since March 2020, when the COVID-19 pandemic shut down
all in-person gatherings.

Held at the Villa Madonna Retreat House in Rothesay, the retreatants
spent the weekend of March 4-6, 2022, together in prayer, reflection,
and fellowship. The theme of the weekend was, On the Road to
Emmaus: Journeying with Jesus.

Saturday featured keynote speakers including Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC, of the Diocese of Saint John, who spoke on the topic
of Evangelization.

David and Imelda Perley, spoke about reconciliation, Indigenous
spirituality, and the Church.

Father Peter Melanson, pastor of Paroisse Ste. Anne-des-Pays-Bas
in Fredericton also provided a short teaching on how to share per-
sonal testimony, and retreatants were given the opportunity to break
into small groups and practice writing and sharing their testimonies
with one another.

The conference concluded with a panel of campus ministers who
spoke about discernment in daily life, followed by a closing mass.

The Canadian Catholic Students’ Association (CCSA) is a national
association, founded in 1946, to unite Catholic students from cam-
puses across Canada. It is a crucial link for established Catholic cam-
pus ministries and emerging Catholic communities. The association
represents Canada in the International Movement in Catholic Stu-
dents (IMCS) – Pax Romana. Its core purpose is to unite students
who are witnesses of the Gospel on campus. For more information
visit their Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/
universitycatholics/.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Indigenous leaders, clergy among
speakers at Atlantic conference

ROTHESAY — Imelda Perley was one of the speakers at this
year’s Canadian Catholic Students’ Association (CCSA)
Conference held at Villa Madonna Retreat House in Rothesay,
the weekend of March 4-6. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

Rosary brought miracles to 19th-century
Quebec, and ‘we can do that again’
By NICHOLAS ELBERS
The B.C. Catholic

When Canadian filmmaker Kevin Dunn set out to make his latest
movie Bridge of Roses, he wanted to tell a story to help Canadians —
and everyone else — engage with the rich religious history of their
country and look toward something larger than themselves.

The film begins with a meditation by Jesuit missionary Jacques
Buteux about the tremendous natural beauty of Quebec’s St. Law-
rence region, highlighting the Canadian sensibilities that inform not
just the film’s perspective but that of its director.

Mr. Dunn, a Hamilton native and father of Kathleen Leblanc of local
A Guy and a Girl musical fame, made the move from secular to
Catholic filmmaking about 15 years ago. Since then he has amassed a
number of awards as well as critical acclaim for his films about vari-
ous social justice and pro-life issues.

“Regardless of the genre, I always look for a great story with relat-
able characters who inspire and challenge people to look up and not
down; look up and not look in,” Mr. Dunn told The B.C. Catholic.
“Everything should point towards God.”

Like many Canadians, Mr. Dunn grew up with a vague sense that there
was something lacking in his understanding of Catholic Canada’s history
and culture — a phenomenon that is mentioned in the film.

Canadian Catholics often bemoan the lack of a serious pilgrimage site, a
misconception that Mr. Dunn hopes Bridge of Roses will correct.

The film depicts the Miracle of the Ice Bridge of 1879, when pa-
rishioners in Cap-de-la-Madeleine near Trois Rivieres, Que., sought
to build a new church. When an uncommonly mild winter derailed
their plans to transport the construction materials over the frozen St.
Lawrence River, parish vicar Father Louis-Eugene — portrayed by
CBC Radio-Canada host Vincent Dureault — urged his congregation
to pray the rosary.

Miraculously, pieces of ice emerged from down the river to create a
bridge, which allowed building materials to cross from the mainland.

“To be frank, I had heard of it all,” said Mr. Dunn. “But I never
really understood her [Our Lady of the Cape’s] significance for this
part of the world,” he said about the proposal by the Marian Devo-
tional Movement to make the film.

As he researched the project, Mr. Dunn became convinced more
people needed to hear the story of Our Lady of the Cape, which
centres on Father Luc Desilets’ efforts to reinvigorate the faith of his flock
and the miracles surrounding religious life in Cap-de-la-Madeleine, Que.

Mr. Dunn hopes the story will help inspire hope about living in an
(continued on page 7)

Kevin Dunn, left, while filming Bridge of Roses. (Bridge of Roses photo)
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Faithful encouraged to imitate Jesus, ‘the intercessor par excellence’
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On Tuesday evening, March 8, people from around
the diocese gathered in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
in Saint John for the first night of the Lenten Revitalization Series.

Beginning with mass at 5:30 pm, the series comprises the five Tues-
days leading up to Holy Week and provides the opportunity for Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament from 6:00-9:00 pm with confession throughout.

As part of the series, following the weekly diocesan rosary at 7:00
pm, priests of the diocese will take turns offering short reflections on
prayer, to inspire the faithful on how to deepen their prayer life during
this Lenten season.

Father Aaron Knox, pastor of  Paroisse St. François-de-Sales in Saint
John and hospital chaplain, spoke on the topic of intercessory prayer.

He began by sharing what an honour it is to speak at the heart of the
diocese, the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception. “Most priests
[think of being here at the Cathedral is] their memory of being or-
dained is precisely in the centre tile there, laying facedown,” he said
as he pointed at the floor immediately in front of the steps leading up
to the altar..

“And indeed, to be here at this ambo and to speak about Jesus, my
love, to all of you and with all of you, is wonderful.”

Fr. Knox began by sharing that intercession — which is the act of
intervening on behalf of another or saying a prayer on behalf of an-
other — entails stepping in on behalf of someone to have a better
outcome in the end.

“It is a stepping out of passivity, and actively involving oneself in
the struggle, or the need, of another,” he said.

“In a Christian context that means praying on behalf of another.
What might that look like? A situation, a health crisis, financial/work
issue, to get out of a habitual sin, a poisonous relationship, for some-
one to find their way, guidance for the future, freedom from addic-
tion, from the grasp of mental illness,” he explained.

Fr. Knox noted that intercession, “is much more than what we do,
it’s a sacred relationship with Jesus. I believe that God desires to pour
out his mercy, particularly through intercession, because it does two things,”
he said. “It gives the person who’s experiencing the grace that’s come
through another’s prayer something to tell about, tell the good news. But
it also gives the person praying confidence in the Lord Jesus because they
see the fruit, that there is something happening here.”

Quoting James 5:16, “the prayer of a righteous person is powerful
indeed,” Fr. Knox continued, “I would share that even in our sinful
limitation God loves to hear from us. He loves to hear our voice —
your voice. The thief on the cross cried out for the intervention of
Christ, and it was given.”

Recalling that intercession is more than just words, he said, “the
image I would give you is that of the apostle John reclining [by the
side] of Jesus at the last supper. The more our hearts are attuned to
Jesus, the more motivated, focused, and intentional our hearts and
our intercession will be.”

To support this, he noted that the Catechism of the Catholic Church
states that the heart of the intercessor is “attuned to the mercy of
God” (CCC 2635).

What does an intercessory prayer will look like? For this, Fr. Knox
drew on the wisdom of Pope Pius XI who said, “star differs from
star, and each soul is singularly known, singularly loved, singularly
gifted, and singularly guided by God.”

Expanding on this, Fr. Knox said that “each one of us who is here
tonight, and each one of us who is listening, cannot say I have no
place in the intercession of God, because your voice, who you are
and your experience are not replicated in the next person, we’re not a
cookie-cutter people. We are called to shine like the stars of Heaven.”

Noting that life comes with challenges Fr. Knox said, “We can get
beat up pretty good in life, and that’s why we’re here tonight — to be
close to Christ exposed in the Blessed Sacrament.”

He concluded by offering some common themes and patterns to
what intercession will look like, including:

• Devotions of the church, including the rosary or the Divine Mercy
chaplet;

• Fasting and offering things up such as food, sufferings, setbacks,
humiliations that are experienced;

• Sacraments, especially the Eucharist and penance;
• For those who are financially sound, helping on behalf of those

less fortunate;
• Volunteering time and energy;
“The main message for you to consider this Lent is how you might

be called to be an intercessor for your brothers and sisters,” he said.
“And I promise you the moment that you take this on from Jesus’s
heart, this relational call, your prayer life will become more dynamic,
it will be more interesting, and it will be a great help to you.”

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place immediately fol-
lowing the 12:10 pm and 5:30 pm masses at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception on Waterloo Street in Saint John, Tuesdays
during Lent. The Lenten Revitalization Series, which includes the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, short teachings on prayer, the Diocesan
rosary and quiet prayer with intermittent worship, takes place on
Tuesday evenings between 6:00 pm and 9:00 pm from March 8 to
April 5.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

(continued from page 6)
 increasingly “post-Christian era.”

“When things looked so terrible that a pig was chewing on the
rosary, (Fr. Desilets) must have been so down. He was in the middle
of nowhere and no one was going to church. He kneels down and
prays to Our Lady, and 30 years later thousands of people were there
to crown Our Lady of the Cape,” he said.

“It’s a real testament to that reality and to the power of the rosary.
We can do that again!”

Mr. Dunn hopes the film will elevate its characters for the audi-
ence. “We take our faith for granted, but these were the people who
laid the groundwork. These were the true heroes of Our Lady and the
heroes of our Lord,” he said.

The story has a Canadian grassroots, small-town feel and shows
what can happen when people of faith come together in prayer. To
this day, townspeople talk about ancestors who walked on the ice
bridge at Cap-de-la-Madeleine.

“When we pray together things can happen, ice bridges can hap-
pen,” Mr. Dunn said, adding the film serves as a reminder that com-
munities are strengthened by common experience as well as faith.

Bridge of Roses: The Story of Our Lady of the Cape is available for
streaming at vimeo.com/ondemand/bridgeofroses.§

19th-century miracles
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World hasn't learned lessons of 20th-century wars, divisions, pope says
By Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The war in Ukraine and
regional wars in different parts of the world
demonstrate that "those who govern the des-
tinies of peoples have not yet absorbed the
lessons of the tragedies of the 20th century,"
Pope Francis said.

Meeting March 14 with Italian business own-
ers promoting ethical practices, the pope said
that to promote the common good, both politics
and economics must "place themselves decisively
at the service of life — human life and the life of
creation, our common home — not at the serv-
ice of non-life or death, as unfortunately some-
times happens."

Pope Francis met with the business leaders

shortly after having a 30-minute private conver-
sation with Prime Minister Eduard Heger of
Slovakia.

The prime minister told Vatican News that
his visit was scheduled to thank Pope Francis
for visiting his country in September, but it
became an opportunity to discuss the war in
Ukraine and, especially, Slovakia's efforts to
assist the close to 205,000 people from
Ukraine who had crossed the border into
Slovakia since February 24.

Meeting with Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Vati-
can secretary of state, and with Archbishop
Paul R. Gallagher, Vatican foreign minister,
the Vatican said, "the talks continued with an
in-depth discussion of the war in Ukraine and
its impact at regional and international levels,

Church needs women saints, pope tells conference
By Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The Catholic Church
needs women, especially women saints, who
have shown throughout history an unwavering
dedication to God and to caring for their broth-
ers and sisters, Pope Francis said.

The women honoured as doctors of the
church and as co-patrons of Europe, he said,
are examples of "the courage to face difficulties;
the capacity for being practical; a natural desire
to promote what is most beautiful and human
according to God's plan; and a far-sighted, pro-
phetic vision of the world and of history, that
made them sowers of hope and builders of the
future."

Pope Francis made his comments in a mes-

sage March 8 to a conference at Rome's Pon-
tifical Urbanian University on "Women Doctors
of the Church and Co-Patronesses of Europe."

The academic conference, held on Interna-
tional Women's Day, focused on Sts. Teresa of
Ávila, Catherine of Siena, Thérèse of Lisieux and
Hildegard of Bingen, who are doctors of the
church, and on Sts. Bridget of Sweden, Edith
Stein and Catherine of Siena, who are co-pa-
trons of Europe.

The teaching and example of the seven
women, he said, "can offer light and hope to our
fragmented and fractious world."

While they lived at different times, in different
countries and had "very different missions," the
pope said, they each offered an example of a
holy life.

Lent is a time to wake up, pray more, care for others, pope says
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Lent is a good time to ask
God's help in throwing off any spiritual "drowsi-
ness" that dulls a person's prayer life and atten-
tiveness to the needs of others, Pope Francis
said.

"It is a period in which God wants to awaken
us from our inner lethargy, from this sleepiness
that does not let the Spirit express itself," he said
March 13 before leading the Angelus prayer with
thousands of people gathered in St. Peter's
Square.

Looking at the Sunday Gospel reading, which
recounted the transfiguration of Jesus, Pope
Francis pointed out that the story says that Pe-
ter, James and John "had been overcome by sleep,
but becoming fully awake, they saw his (Jesus')
glory and the two men standing with him."

"Through the grace of baptism, they were
docile to the Spirit and pursued their own jour-
ney of faith, moved not by shifting ideologies
but an unwavering adherence to the 'humanity
of Christ' that permeated their lives," the pope
wrote.

Sometimes they "felt incapable and limited, 'little
women,' as Teresa of Ávila would say, faced
with an undertaking that surpassed them," he
said, but they drew strength from the love of
God and followed their vocations on "a path ac-
cessible to all: that of holiness in daily life."

While the world today demands that "the dig-
nity and intrinsic worth with which the Creator
endowed them be restored to all women," the
church also recognizes that it needs their gifts
and full involvement, he said.§

Jesus that reawakened them. Like them, we too
are in need of God's light, which makes us see
things in a different way: it attracts us, it re-
awakens us, it re-ignites our desire and strength
to pray, to look within ourselves and to dedicate
time to others."

During Lent, the pope said, "ask the Holy Spirit
to bring us out of this slumber that prevents us
from praying."

with particular attention to the humanitarian
situation and the reception of war refugees."

Earlier, with the business leaders, Pope
Francis spoke about how after the global fi-
nancial crisis of 2007-2008 there seemed to
be a push to actually govern financial mar-
kets and institutions and ensure they were at
the service of the common good.

"But it seems to me that substantially the
world has continued and continues to be gov-
erned by obsolete criteria," the pope said. "Not
to mention the geopolitical-military sphere,
where various regional wars, and especially
the ongoing war in Ukraine, show that those
who govern the destinies of peoples have not
yet absorbed the lessons of the tragedies of
the 20th century. §

It wasn't the last time the disciples would
snooze at an important moment, the pope said; it
would happen in the Garden of Gethsemane.

"This somnolence in such important moments
is surprising," he said. But it is possible that ini-
tially they, too, were praying like Jesus was, "until
tiredness prevailed."

Pope Francis asked people to reflect on
whether they also are afflicted by an "ill-timed
slumber," especially in the evening when they
had tried or promised to pray.

Lent is the time to ask God for help in being
wakeful in prayer, he said, because "keeping the
heart awake does not depend on us alone: it is a
grace and must be requested."

The Gospel story, he said, speaks about Je-
sus' face changing appearance and his clothing
being "dazzling white" just before the disciples
wake up.

It is possible, he said, "that it was the light of

Pope Francis (CNS photo)
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By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

When COVID is over most Catholic Register readers just want to
move on, but those same readers overwhelmingly would like their
parish to mark a Pandemic Day.

Legislation that would make March 11 an annual Pandemic Day
to remember Canadian deaths and suffering from COVID has been
through two readings in the Senate and will now be studied by a
Senate committee. March 11, 2020 was the day the World Health
Organization finally declared a pandemic — an epidemic of global
proportions. As of March 3, 36,729 Canadians have died of
COVID. Globally, we’re just shy of six million dead, according to
the WHO.

More than half our readers (58.75 per cent) told us in an online
survey they just wanted to move on and never think about COVID
again. But 85.86 per cent of those same people would like to see a
special Pandemic Day Mass.

“Although mourning is often considered a personal matter, com-
memoration is a very important collective act,” the Bill S-209’s
sponsor Senator Marie-Françoise Mégie told The Catholic Regis-
ter in an e-mail.

The secular need to remember traumatic events and memorialize
the dead, most obviously in annual Remembrance Day events, is
matched by the Christian impulse to remember, said St. Joseph’s
College lecturer in liturgy and sacramental theology Father Warren
Schmidt. At the heart of every celebration of the Eucharist is anamne-
sis, a Greek word that means more than mere remembering.

“It’s a memory that actually takes past events and really past
relationships — with God and with loved ones — and makes them
present,” Fr. Schmidt said.

Eucharistic prayers always include prayers for the dead.
“Memory of the dead comes back to Christ, who gave his life

for us,” said Fr. Schmidt.
While only a third of readers (32.5 per cent) who responded to

The Catholic Register’s survey claimed to have lost family or
close friends to COVID, a solid majority of those in mourning
(70.51 per cent) claimed they had not had the chance to fully or
publicly mourn their loss. Over 86 per cent of those in favour of
some kind of COVID memorial have not been able to properly

mourn their loss, but even
among those who say they just
want to move on, almost 60
per cent say they have not
fully mourned their dead.

The self-selected 240
people who responded to the
survey do not represent a sci-
entifically valid sample of the
Register’s readership or of
Canadian Catholics. But they
do reflect something of the
mood of Canadian Catholics
as the country begins to emerge
from the restrictions and sacri-
fices of two years of
lockdowns, masks, social dis-
tancing and vaccination drives.

There’s an opinion gap between those who favour a Pandemic Day
and those who oppose it seen in comments from respondents.

“November 11 marked the end of (the First World War). Is March
11 the end of COVID? I don’t think so. The Spanish Flu (1919 to
1922), killed 55,000 Canadians. We don’t commemorate it. With a
new war in Ukraine, I think we had better focus on the problems at
hand,” said one of those who oppose a Pandemic Day.

“The pandemic affected everyone and those who lost their lives
should not be forgotten,” said a respondent who favours some
kind of memorial. “This was a world-wide tragedy caused by
man and the casualties had family and friends. It speaks to how
humankind should value one another and to the efforts of those
who fought to keep others safe.”

An overwhelming majority of those who oppose a Pandemic
Day don’t want to see it become a national holiday — with 98.58
per cent opposed. But among those who favour a Pandemic Day,
over 42 per cent think a day to remember away from work is a
good idea.

Among all respondents, almost two thirds (62.92 per cent) be-
lieve churches are crucial to how we grieve collectively and indi-
vidually, with 37.08 per cent on the other side who believe churches
are relevant to grief for a select minority. For those who favour a
day to remember, three-quarters believe churches are not just for
a few, but essential to the grieving process.

Political divisions around COVID figured in many responses.
“There has been a lot of divisiveness within families, churches,

workplaces, religions, races, nationalities, etc.” said one respond-
ent who was in favour of just moving on. “We have had block-
ades which have brought out weaknesses, bigotry, infighting, self-
ishness, self righteousness, lack of consideration for others, and
a gross lack of strong leadership. It has disrupted and divided our
country in a way that we have never seen. We will be reminded of
these events for years to come and it has not been a proud Cana-
dian moment.”

For some readers there is a deep sense of religious duty around
the issue.

“This great plague slew over five million souls across the planet;
how can we not say a few words for them?” wrote a reader who
favours Pandemic Day. “People who don’t know God might not
care. But I don’t see how God would look kindly on us for not
saying some prayers and offering some indulgenced prayers to
help these souls move on from purgatory or be excused from
there altogether?”

But not everyone attaches significance to COVID.
“COVID is just a virus.” wrote one opposed to a day of remem-

brance. “I don’t want to remember a virus. I would rather re-
member positive events and people.”

For others, there’s a sense of civic duty.
“We have all lost family, friends, colleagues, medical staff and

others,” said a reader who is personally mourning lost loved ones.
“We must remember them as human beings failed by those in charge,
and prevent this ever happening again. We are all one family.”

Besides a Pandemic Day Mass for the dead, there were four sug-
gested ways of remembering COVID that drew significant support
from respondents. A health sciences scholarship for young parishion-
ers was popular with 10.8 per cent. A book of remembrance had the
support of 9.6 per cent. A plaque or statue was favoured by 7.9 per
cent. §

Oppose Pandemic Day, want COVID commemoration
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ACN report gives voice to persecuted Christian women
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

While visiting with a Catholic bishop in Egypt more than 15
years ago, Marie-Claude Lalonde, national director of Aid to the
Church in Need (ACN), recalls a moment when a call came in that
a young Christian woman had been kidnapped.

“He picks up the phone and that’s the news he gets,” said
Lalonde. “The bishop of course was very worried trying to help
and also trying to keep everybody calm. If one party, whoever it
is, reacts strongly, then it becomes a risk that the conflict will
grow, and it makes it even tougher to resolve these problems.
This story dates to 2006. It was happening then and it’s still hap-
pening.”

Acts like these are even more common in other countries where
Christian women make up a small minority says Lalonde. It’s why
on International Women’s Day Tuesday, March 8, ACN will host
a video conference to present the organization’s latest report, Hear
Her Cries: The Abduction, Forced Conversion and Sexual Vic-
timization of Christian Women and Girls. The report, which was
co-authored by John Pontifex, Dr. John Newton and Fionn Shiner,
includes cases reported directly to ACN and other international
agencies, as well as testimonies from women from Nigeria, Mo-
zambique, Syria, Iraq, Pakistan, and Egypt.

In Pakistan for example, the abduction, forced marriage and
conversion of Christian girls and women is endemic. According

to the report, The Movement for Solidarity and Peace calculated
in 2014 that every year up to 1,000 young Christian and Hindu
women and girls aged 12 to 24 are abducted and forced to con-
vert to Islam.

In some countries violence occurs because a man wants to date
a woman and she refuses. In places of Muslim extremism, the
goal is to kidnap women to destroy the Catholic or Christian soci-
ety. By doing that they ensure the next generation will be Muslim.
The rights of these women are not protected, Lalonde says, which
is why it becomes easy: kidnappers and attackers are almost never
brought to court or even questioned.

The lack of concrete research highlighting facts and statistics
around the victimization of Christian women and girls has made
drawing global attention to the crisis a challenge.

The report represents a move in the right direction, Mr. Pontifex
says, in hopes that more research may be conducted in the future.
The intention of the Women’s Day event is to raise awareness, to
inform the public and put pressure on government officials to
move towards change.

“This voice that we’re sending out is a voice that emanates
from the heart of the women themselves,” says Mr. Pontifex,
who is head of press and information with ACN. “We say that
authoritatively because we’ve spoken to the victims and one indi-
vidual that I’ve been in touch with who is in hiding following her
escape from her abductor, she actually wrote in her text, ‘I feel

(continued on page 11)

ABUJA, NIgeria — #BringBackOurGirls campaigners take part in a protest in Abuja, Nigeria, August 27, to mark the 500th day
that more than 200 girls of the Government Secondary School were abducted by Boko Haram from their dormitory in Chibok,
Nigeria. (CNS photo/Afolabi Sotunde, Reuters)
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(continued from page 10)
like I’m in prison. I’m in hiding. I can’t go out. I’ve not been able
to go out for months for fear of my former abductor tracking me
down and potentially killing me. Please get me out of here.’ We
are responding to that call. We are acting for the women and it’s
their voice that we want to put across, not anyone else’s. They
need their voices heard. We need to hear their cries.”

Gathering information for such a report is extremely challeng-
ing, says Mr. Pontifex. Victims and their families are typically re-
luctant to report incidents of forced conversion, forced marriage
and sexual violence mainly due to social shame and fears of retri-
bution. The bravery of the women who came forward in the re-
port cannot be overstated. With the information obtained through
research they can shed light on wider problems in many cases.

The research indicates that 95 per cent of women abducted in
northern Nigeria by Boco Haram are Christian. This suggests that
not only is it the case that sexual violence against women is wide-
spread in that region, but that Christian women and girls are spe-
cifically vulnerable. While sexual violence is a problem faced by
women around the world, the research demonstrates religious mi-
nority girls and women are at heightened risk.

Ms. Lalonde stresses it is a human rights problem, not a specifi-
cally religious one. ACN is working to address various crises around
the world including the war in Ukraine, where they are sending $1.5
million to support the Catholic Church on the ground helping those in
need. In the midst of that, she says, it is imperative that violence
against Christian women around the world is made a priority.

“Ukraine has become a priority as well and we’re already help-
ing over there, but for these women and girls, I think we have to
prioritize it because nobody talks about them,” said Ms. Lalonde.
“If we don’t do it, nobody does.”

Mr. Pontifex and Lalonde say the world is often unwilling to
acknowledge Christian and other religious minority women are
targeted and made more vulnerable to gender-based violence. There
are fears about fuelling hate towards non-extremist Muslim groups.
There’s also lack of awareness in Western nations about chal-
lenges faced by other cultures, and taboos against speaking about
religion openly.

“We have to be clear it is a small minority of extremists,” Ms.
Lalonde says. “In those countries you will find Christians and
Muslims who are friends. The behaviour of a very small group
can create a lot of damage.”

“People don’t find it easy to accept the idea that a Christian is
persecuted in many contexts,” Mr. Pontifex adds.

“Research indicates there are more countries in which Chris-
tians are harassed, worse than
is the case for any other faith in
the world. By that measure
Christians are the most perse-
cuted group and yet our soci-
ety doesn’t want to acknowl-
edge that. This report pushes
that open door of outrage at
sexual violence but also chal-
lenges the norm which does not
recognize religious minorities as
being specifically at risk, par-
ticularly Christians.” §

Persecuted Christian women
BOYLE, JOHN ‘JACK’ ARTHUR — We are saddened to announce
the passing of Jack Boyle on February 21, 2022, surrounded by his
family in the comfort of his home. Born in Saint John on June 17,
1932, to the late Frank and Kathleen (Lydon) Boyle. He is survived by
his loving wife of 60 years, Alice (Wienand).

Jack will be deeply missed by his wife, Alice and their children:
Sean (Susan) Boyle, Frances Boyle, Ellen (Warren) Halliday, Maura
Boyle-Marin (Felipe Marin), Jane Boyle (Christopher Doherty), Kevin
Boyle (Megan); grandchildren: Maura, Zachary, Molly, Felipe, Colin,
Liam and Timothy; his sister Helen Hamilton, his brother Patrick (Ann)
Boyle and many nieces and nephews.

Besides his parents, Jack was predeceased by his brothers F. Dennis
(Anna) Boyle, James (Ann) Boyle, brother-in-law, Andrew Hamilton
and nephew Mark Hamilton.

He rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was held from Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church,
Rothesay. Interment followed in Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cem-
etery, Rothesay.

MONAHAN, Sister RUTH NATALIE — Sister Ruth Natalie
Monahan (Sister Mary Natalie) peacefully went home to her God on
Tuesday, February 22, 2022 at Ruth Ross Residence in Saint John.

Born in Wirral, NB on March 4, 1932, she was the daughter of
Daniel Thomas Monahan and Marion Lee Wilson.  On September 8,
1949, Sister Ruth entered the Sisters of Charity of the Immaculate
Conception.

She generously shared her gifts of kindness and compassion in her
hospitality and caregiving ministries, be it at Rosary Hall in both
Fredericton and Regina, SK, St. Peter’s and St. Vincent’s Convents,
Rocmaura Nursing Home (Saint John), Woodstock and St. Stephen,
NB and Digby, NS.  Sister Ruth was also a Ward Clerk at St. Joseph’s
Hospital for many years.

Sister Ruth moved to Vancouver, BC and joined the Pastoral Care
Team at St. Vincent’s Hospital and Arbutus Care Home, F.J. Strong
Rehabilitation and St. Vincent’s Langara.

Predeceased by her parents, Daniel and Marion; brothers, Arthur
and John and sisters, Eunice (Dugay), Anne (Maguire), Patricia
(Bonner) and Alice (Brown).

A graveside service took place in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.
Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Funeral
Home, Saint John.

WHITE, ANNETTE NORMA MARY — Annette Norma Mary White
passed away peacefully on Wednesday, March 2, 2022 at the Saint
John Regional Hospital. Annette was born on June 25, 1957 to the
late Clarence and Edith (Gauthier) Doiron in Saint John, NB.

Annette will be dearly missed by her children; Jesse White
(Stephanie Daigle) and Norma White (Willis Stewardson), siblings;
Robert Doiron (Janet), Norma Bradford (Ken) and Barbara Doiron
(Alex), five grandchildren; Danielle, Luke, Jaxon, Khalan and Ava and
several nieces and nephews.

In addition to her parents Annette is predeceased by her sisters
Elaine Parent and infant sister Lorraine Doiron.

Arrangements were under the care of Castle Funeral Home, Saint
John. A Mass of Christian Burial took place from Our Lady of As-
sumption Catholic Church, Saint John. Interment will be held in Spring
2022 in St. Augustine’s Cemetery, Grand Bay-Westfield.§
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Psalms of a Lent Journey
Heard in a Home, or on
the Phone

Psalm 103
One voice: The Lord is merciful
All: and gracious.

My soul, bless the Lord,
hold dear all God’s gifts!
Bless God, who forgives your sin
and heals every illness,
who snatches you from death
and gives you an eagle’s strength.
One voice: The Lord is merciful
All: and gracious.

The Lord works justice
and defends the oppressed,
teaches Moses and Israel
divine ways and deeds.
One voice: The Lord is merciful
All: and gracious.

God is tender and caring,
slow to anger, rich in love.
As high as heaven above earth,
so great is God’s love for believers.
One voice: The Lord is merciful
All: and gracious.

As tender as father to child,
so gentle is God to believers.
The Lord knows how we are made,
remembers we are dust.
One voice: The Lord is merciful
All: and gracious.

c. Psalter: ICEL1994 audite119@bellaliant.net

SAINT JOHN — Recently Knights of Columbus Sussex Council
#8213 donated $1,000 to the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception Restoration Fund. The donation was made at the
Cathedral in Saint John. (R to l) Cy Monaghan, grand knight,
Art Roy, deputy grand knight, Anne Marie Tingley, chair of the
Cathedral Restoration committee, and Father Doug McNeill,
rector. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

VATICAN CITY — People hold Ukraine's flag in St. Peter's Square
as Pope Francis leads the Angelus from the window of his studio
overlooking the square at the Vatican. The pope continues to
repeat the Vatican "is ready to do everything to put itself at the
service of peace" in Ukraine. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)
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